
  



 

Legal AI Glossary 
A Comprehensive Guide to AI Terms for Legal Professionals 
Introduction 

The rapid advancement of artificial intelligence (AI) technology is transforming the legal profession 
in profound ways. From document review and contract analysis to legal research and predictive 
analytics, AI tools are increasingly becoming integral to legal practice. As these technologies 
continue to evolve, legal professionals face the challenge of understanding the technical 
terminology associated with AI to effectively evaluate, implement, and regulate these tools. 

This Legal AI Glossary aims to bridge the knowledge gap between the technical world of AI and the 
legal profession. It provides clear, accessible definitions of key AI terms and concepts specifically 
tailored for legal professionals without technical backgrounds. Understanding these terms is 
essential not only for practical implementation of AI tools in legal practice but also for addressing 
the complex legal and ethical questions that arise from AI adoption. 

The glossary is organized alphabetically for easy reference. Each entry includes a clear definition of 
the term and its specific relevance or application in the legal context. Whether you are a practicing 
attorney, legal scholar, judge, or law student, this resource will help you navigate the increasingly 
AI-influenced landscape of the legal profession with greater confidence and clarity. 

As AI technology continues to evolve rapidly, this glossary will be periodically updated to include 
new terms and concepts that emerge at the intersection of law and artificial intelligence. 

A 
Algorithm 

Definition: A precise set of rules or instructions that a computer follows to solve specific problems 
or perform tasks. Algorithms are step-by-step procedures that define how input data should be 
processed to produce desired outputs. 

Legal Relevance: In legal technology, algorithms power search functions in legal databases, 
document sorting systems, and predictive coding in e-discovery. Understanding how algorithms 
work is crucial for legal professionals when evaluating AI tools, as algorithmic decisions may have 
significant implications in legal proceedings. Courts increasingly scrutinize the algorithms behind 
forensic tools, predictive policing systems, and risk assessment instruments used in criminal 
justice. 

Algorithmic Bias 

Definition: The systematic and unfair discrimination that occurs when computer systems reflect 
the implicit values of the humans who created them or the data they were trained on. This results in 
AI systems producing results that disadvantage certain groups, often along lines of race, gender, or 
socioeconomic status. 

Legal Relevance: Algorithmic bias raises significant legal concerns in areas such as employment 
discrimination, fair lending, criminal justice, and equal protection under the law. Legal 



 

professionals must be aware of potential bias in AI systems used in legal decision-making, risk 
assessments, or evidence evaluation. Understanding algorithmic bias is essential for compliance 
with anti-discrimination laws and for challenging potentially biased AI systems in litigation. 

Artificial Intelligence (AI) 

Definition: A field of computer science focused on creating machines and software capable of 
performing tasks that typically require human intelligence. These tasks include learning, reasoning, 
problem-solving, perception, language understanding, and decision-making. 

Legal Relevance: AI is transforming legal practice through applications such as document review, 
contract analysis, legal research, due diligence, and predictive analytics. Legal professionals need 
to understand AI capabilities and limitations to effectively leverage these tools, advise clients on 
AI-related issues, and address novel legal questions arising from AI implementation. AI also raises 
regulatory challenges regarding liability, privacy, intellectual property, and ethical use. 

AI Assistant 

Definition: A virtual assistant powered by artificial intelligence that can perform tasks, answer 
questions, and provide information based on user inputs. AI assistants use natural language 
processing to understand requests and generate appropriate responses. 

Legal Relevance: In legal settings, AI assistants can help with scheduling, basic client intake, 
answering common legal questions, and providing initial information to clients. They can improve 
efficiency by handling routine tasks, allowing legal professionals to focus on more complex work. 
However, legal professionals must ensure that AI assistants maintain client confidentiality, provide 
accurate information, and operate within ethical boundaries. 

Authentication 

Definition: The process of verifying the identity of users or systems before granting access to AI 
resources or data. Authentication ensures that only authorized entities can interact with AI 
systems and their associated data. 

Legal Relevance: Authentication is critical for maintaining the security and confidentiality of legal 
documents and client information when using AI systems. Proper authentication protocols help 
law firms meet their ethical obligations regarding client confidentiality and data protection. 
Authentication also plays a role in establishing the chain of custody for digital evidence and 
ensuring compliance with data privacy regulations such as GDPR or CCPA. 

Automation 

Definition: The use of technology to perform tasks with minimal human intervention. In the context 
of AI, automation refers to the use of intelligent systems to handle processes that previously 
required human effort and decision-making. 

Legal Relevance: Legal automation streamlines routine legal tasks such as document generation, 
contract review, due diligence, legal research, and e-discovery. This increases efficiency, reduces 



 

costs, and minimizes human error. Legal professionals need to understand which aspects of their 
practice can be ethically and effectively automated, while recognizing which tasks still require 
human judgment. Automation also raises employment questions within the legal profession and 
potential liability issues when automated systems make errors. 

B 
Big Data 

Definition: Extremely large datasets that can be analyzed computationally to reveal patterns, 
trends, and associations, particularly relating to human behavior and interactions. Big data is 
characterized by high volume, velocity, and variety of information. 

Legal Relevance: In legal practice, big data enables the analysis of large volumes of case files, 
legal statutes, and precedents to identify patterns and insights. It powers predictive analytics for 
case outcomes, litigation risk assessment, and strategic decision-making. Legal professionals 
must understand big data concepts to effectively use data-driven tools and to address legal issues 
related to data collection, privacy, security, and ownership. Big data also raises questions about 
discovery obligations and the admissibility of statistical evidence. 

Bias in AI 

Definition: A systematic error introduced into AI algorithms that skews data results, often 
reflecting human prejudices present in the training data or algorithm design. Bias can manifest in 
various forms, including selection bias, reporting bias, and confirmation bias. 

Legal Relevance: AI bias has significant legal implications, particularly in systems used for 
decision-making in areas such as hiring, lending, criminal sentencing, and risk assessment. Legal 
professionals must be able to identify potential bias in AI systems to ensure compliance with anti-
discrimination laws and equal protection principles. Understanding bias is also crucial when 
challenging AI-generated evidence or decisions in litigation, and when advising clients on AI 
implementation to minimize legal risk. 

C 
Chatbot 

Definition: A software application that uses artificial intelligence to simulate conversation with 
human users through text or voice interactions. Chatbots employ natural language processing to 
understand user queries and generate appropriate responses. 

Legal Relevance: In legal settings, chatbots can provide initial client intake, answer frequently 
asked legal questions, schedule appointments, and offer basic legal information. They can improve 
access to justice by providing 24/7 assistance and reducing costs for routine inquiries. Legal 
professionals should understand chatbot capabilities and limitations to ensure they provide 
accurate information, maintain client confidentiality, and include appropriate disclaimers about 
not providing legal advice. 



 

ChatGPT 

Definition: A specific large language model developed by OpenAI that generates human-like text 
responses based on the prompts it receives. ChatGPT uses a technique called transformer-based 
neural networks to understand context and generate coherent, contextually relevant responses. 

Legal Relevance: In legal practice, ChatGPT and similar models can assist with drafting 
documents, summarizing legal research, generating initial responses to routine legal questions, 
and brainstorming legal arguments. However, legal professionals must verify the accuracy of AI-
generated content, as these models can produce “hallucinations” or incorrect information. 
Understanding ChatGPT’s limitations is crucial for ethical use in legal contexts, particularly 
regarding confidentiality, accuracy of legal information, and unauthorized practice of law 
concerns. 

Clustering 

Definition: A machine learning technique that groups similar data points together based on certain 
characteristics or patterns. Clustering algorithms identify natural groupings within data without 
being explicitly programmed on how to classify the information. 

Legal Relevance: In legal applications, clustering helps organize large document collections by 
grouping similar documents, identifying key themes in case files, and categorizing legal 
precedents. This is particularly valuable in e-discovery, where clustering can efficiently organize 
millions of documents by content similarity. Clustering also supports legal research by identifying 
related cases and statutes, and can help with case strategy by revealing patterns in past judicial 
decisions or settlement outcomes. 

Cognitive Computing 

Definition: Computing systems that mimic human cognitive functions such as learning, reasoning, 
and problem-solving. Cognitive computing systems can process natural language, recognize 
patterns, and improve their performance through experience. 

Legal Relevance: In legal practice, cognitive computing enables advanced legal research systems 
that understand natural language queries and context, contract analysis tools that identify risks 
and anomalies, and decision support systems that help evaluate case strategies. These systems 
can analyze vast amounts of legal data to identify relevant precedents and predict outcomes. Legal 
professionals should understand cognitive computing capabilities to effectively leverage these 
tools while recognizing their limitations in areas requiring nuanced legal judgment or ethical 
considerations. 

Contract AI 

Definition: Specialized AI applications designed for creating, analyzing, managing, and extracting 
information from contracts. Contract AI uses natural language processing and machine learning to 
understand contractual language and identify key provisions, obligations, risks, and opportunities. 



 

Legal Relevance: Contract AI streamlines contract review and management by automatically 
identifying important clauses, flagging potential risks, extracting key terms, and ensuring 
compliance with regulatory requirements. This technology significantly reduces the time required 
for due diligence and contract analysis while improving accuracy and consistency. Legal 
professionals should understand Contract AI capabilities to effectively implement these tools in 
their practice, properly validate AI findings, and advise clients on appropriate use cases and 
limitations. 

Conversational AI 

Definition: A set of technologies that enable computers to understand, process, and respond to 
human language in a natural way. Conversational AI combines natural language processing, 
machine learning, and dialogue management to create systems that can engage in human-like 
interactions. 

Legal Relevance: In legal settings, conversational AI powers client-facing interfaces such as legal 
chatbots for initial consultations, virtual legal assistants that answer common questions, and 
automated intake systems. These tools can improve client service by providing 24/7 assistance 
and freeing attorneys to focus on complex legal work. Legal professionals should understand 
conversational AI capabilities and limitations to ensure these systems provide accurate 
information, maintain client confidentiality, and include appropriate disclaimers about not 
constituting legal advice. 

Corpus 

Definition: A large collection of text or data that AI systems train on to learn language patterns, 
concepts, and relationships. A corpus serves as the foundation for natural language processing 
models and other AI systems that work with text. 

Legal Relevance: In legal AI, the corpus often consists of legal documents such as cases, 
statutes, regulations, contracts, and legal commentary. The quality, comprehensiveness, and 
currency of this legal corpus directly affects the performance of legal AI tools. Legal professionals 
should understand what corpus underlies the AI tools they use, including its scope, limitations, 
and potential biases. This knowledge helps evaluate the reliability of AI-generated legal analysis 
and identify potential gaps in coverage. 

Cybersecurity 

Definition: The practice of protecting computer systems, networks, and data from digital attacks, 
unauthorized access, and other threats. In the context of AI, cybersecurity involves safeguarding AI 
systems and their data from malicious attacks and unauthorized manipulation. 

Legal Relevance: Legal professionals have ethical and legal obligations to protect client 
information, making cybersecurity essential when implementing AI tools that access or process 
sensitive legal data. Understanding cybersecurity principles helps attorneys meet their 
confidentiality obligations under rules of professional conduct and comply with data protection 
regulations. Cybersecurity knowledge is also important when advising clients on AI 



 

implementation, investigating data breaches, and litigating cases involving compromised AI 
systems. 

D 
Data Mining 

Definition: The process of discovering patterns, correlations, and insights from large datasets 
using statistical methods, machine learning, and database systems. Data mining extracts useful 
information that might not be immediately apparent through manual analysis. 

Legal Relevance: In legal applications, data mining can uncover patterns in case outcomes, 
judicial decision-making, and settlement values. This supports strategic decision-making, case 
valuation, and litigation risk assessment. Data mining also enhances e-discovery by identifying 
relevant documents and connections between parties. Legal professionals should understand 
data mining concepts to effectively use these analytical tools and to address legal issues related to 
privacy, confidentiality, and the admissibility of data mining results as evidence. 

Data Privacy 

Definition: The protection of personal information from unauthorized access, use, or disclosure. 
Data privacy encompasses legal frameworks, policies, and technical measures designed to give 
individuals control over their personal data and protect it from misuse. 

Legal Relevance: AI systems often process vast amounts of personal data, raising significant 
privacy concerns under regulations such as GDPR, CCPA, and HIPAA. Legal professionals must 
understand data privacy principles to advise on AI implementation that complies with these 
regulations, draft appropriate privacy policies and data processing agreements, and address 
privacy breaches. In litigation, data privacy knowledge is essential for e-discovery, determining 
admissibility of AI-processed evidence, and handling sensitive client information. 

Deep Fakes 

Definition: Synthetic media created using AI techniques where a person’s likeness, voice, or both 
are digitally manipulated to make them appear to say or do something they never did. Deep fakes 
use deep learning algorithms to create highly realistic but fabricated content. 

Legal Relevance: Deep fakes raise significant legal concerns regarding defamation, fraud, election 
interference, evidence tampering, and privacy violations. Legal professionals need to understand 
deep fake technology to effectively litigate cases involving manipulated evidence, advise clients on 
reputational protection strategies, and develop policies addressing deep fake risks. As courts 
increasingly encounter deep fake evidence, attorneys must be prepared to challenge or 
authenticate digital media using forensic techniques and expert testimony. 

Deep Learning 

Definition: A subset of machine learning that uses neural networks with multiple layers (hence 
“deep”) to analyze various forms of data. Deep learning models can automatically discover the 



 

representations needed for detection or classification from raw data, eliminating the need for 
manual feature extraction. 

Legal Relevance: In legal applications, deep learning powers advanced document analysis for e-
discovery, contract review systems that identify anomalies and risks, and predictive models for 
case outcomes. Deep learning enables more sophisticated natural language understanding in legal 
research platforms and can analyze patterns in judicial decisions. Legal professionals should 
understand deep learning capabilities and limitations to effectively leverage these tools while 
recognizing potential issues with explainability and bias that may affect their admissibility or 
reliability in legal proceedings. 

E 
Encryption 

Definition: The process of converting information into a code to prevent unauthorized access. 
Encryption uses mathematical algorithms to transform readable data (plaintext) into an 
unreadable format (ciphertext) that can only be deciphered with the correct decryption key. 

Legal Relevance: Encryption is essential for protecting confidential client information and 
maintaining attorney-client privilege when using AI tools that process sensitive legal data. Legal 
professionals must understand encryption concepts to comply with ethical obligations regarding 
client confidentiality and data security regulations. Encryption also raises legal questions regarding 
government access to encrypted data, admissibility of encrypted evidence, and compliance with e-
discovery obligations while maintaining data security. 

Ethics 

Definition: In the context of AI, ethics refers to the moral principles and values that guide the 
development, deployment, and use of artificial intelligence systems. AI ethics addresses questions 
of fairness, transparency, accountability, privacy, and the societal impact of AI technologies. 

Legal Relevance: Legal professionals must consider ethical implications when implementing AI 
tools in their practice, including issues of bias, transparency, client consent, and unauthorized 
practice of law. Understanding AI ethics helps attorneys advise clients on responsible AI 
deployment that minimizes legal and reputational risks. AI ethics also informs emerging regulatory 
frameworks and standards of care, making this knowledge essential for compliance and risk 
management in AI-related legal matters. 

Extractive AI 

Definition: A type of artificial intelligence that identifies and extracts specific information, key 
phrases, or data points from larger texts or documents. Unlike generative AI that creates new 
content, extractive AI focuses on finding and retrieving existing information. 

Legal Relevance: In legal practice, extractive AI streamlines document review by automatically 
identifying key provisions in contracts, extracting relevant facts from case files, and finding specific 
legal arguments in briefs or opinions. This technology significantly enhances efficiency in due 



 

diligence, legal research, and e-discovery processes. Legal professionals should understand 
extractive AI capabilities to effectively implement these tools, properly validate the extracted 
information, and recognize limitations in contexts requiring nuanced interpretation. 

F 
Fairness 

Definition: In AI systems, fairness refers to the absence of bias or discrimination against certain 
individuals or groups based on protected characteristics such as race, gender, age, or disability. 
Fairness involves ensuring that AI systems treat all users equitably and do not perpetuate or 
amplify existing societal biases. 

Legal Relevance: Fairness in legal AI applications is crucial for compliance with anti-
discrimination laws and equal protection principles. Legal professionals must evaluate AI tools for 
potential bias, particularly in systems used for decision-making in areas such as hiring, lending, 
criminal justice, and risk assessment. Understanding fairness concepts helps attorneys identify 
when AI systems might create disparate impacts or treatment, enabling them to advise clients on 
legal risks and compliance strategies for AI implementation. 

Fine-Tuning 

Definition: The process of taking a pre-trained AI model and further training it on a specific dataset 
to improve its performance for particular tasks or domains. Fine-tuning adapts general-purpose AI 
models to specialized applications by incorporating domain-specific knowledge. 

Legal Relevance: In legal applications, fine-tuning allows general AI models to be adapted for 
specific legal tasks such as contract analysis, legal research, or regulatory compliance monitoring. 
Fine-tuned legal AI models can better understand legal terminology, recognize jurisdiction-specific 
nuances, and apply relevant legal frameworks. Legal professionals should understand fine-tuning 
to evaluate claims about AI tools’ legal expertise, assess whether models have been properly 
trained on relevant legal materials, and identify potential gaps in coverage or jurisdiction-specific 
limitations. 

Foundation Models 

Definition: Large-scale AI models trained on vast amounts of data that serve as the basis for 
multiple applications through adaptation or fine-tuning. Foundation models, such as GPT-4 or 
BERT, provide general capabilities that can be customized for specific tasks without training a new 
model from scratch. 

Legal Relevance: Foundation models underpin many legal AI applications, from legal research 
platforms to contract analysis tools. Understanding these models helps legal professionals 
evaluate AI vendors’ claims, identify potential limitations in legal knowledge (especially for recent 
developments not in the training data), and assess risks related to hallucinations or incorrect 
information. Knowledge of foundation models also informs discussions about copyright and fair 
use when these models are trained on copyrighted legal materials. 



 

G 
Generative AI 

Definition: AI systems that can create new content such as text, images, audio, or video based on 
patterns learned from training data. Rather than simply analyzing or categorizing existing 
information, generative AI produces original outputs that didn’t previously exist. 

Legal Relevance: In legal practice, generative AI can draft documents, generate legal arguments, 
create contract language, and produce client communications. This raises important questions 
about work product ownership, unauthorized practice of law, attorney supervision responsibilities, 
and potential liability for AI-generated errors. Legal professionals must understand generative AI 
capabilities and limitations to use these tools ethically and effectively, including implementing 
appropriate review processes for AI-generated content. 

GPT-3 

Definition: The third version of the Generative Pre-trained Transformer, a large language model 
developed by OpenAI. GPT-3 is trained on vast amounts of text data and can generate human-like 
text based on prompts, answer questions, translate languages, and perform various text-based 
tasks. 

Legal Relevance: In legal settings, GPT-3 can assist with drafting routine documents, generating 
research summaries, and answering basic legal questions. However, legal professionals must 
verify the accuracy of GPT-3 outputs, as the model may generate plausible-sounding but incorrect 
legal information or “hallucinate” non-existent legal authorities. Understanding GPT-3’s limitations 
is essential for ethical use in legal contexts, particularly regarding confidentiality, accuracy of legal 
information, and unauthorized practice of law concerns. 

GPT-4 

Definition: The fourth version of OpenAI’s Generative Pre-trained Transformer, representing a 
significant advancement over GPT-3. GPT-4 offers improved accuracy, nuance, and reasoning 
capabilities, with better performance on complex tasks and reduced tendency to generate 
incorrect information. 

Legal Relevance: In legal applications, GPT-4’s enhanced capabilities enable more sophisticated 
document drafting, more accurate legal research assistance, and better analysis of complex legal 
questions. The improved accuracy makes it more useful for legal professionals, though outputs 
still require human verification. Legal professionals should understand GPT-4’s capabilities and 
limitations to leverage its strengths while implementing appropriate safeguards against potential 
errors, particularly in jurisdictions or practice areas where the model may have less training data. 

H 
Hallucinations 

Definition: In AI systems, particularly large language models, hallucinations refer to the generation 
of information that is factually incorrect, fabricated, or nonsensical despite being presented 



 

confidently as true. These occur when the AI produces content that has no basis in its training data 
or contradicts known facts. 

Legal Relevance: AI hallucinations pose significant risks in legal contexts, where accuracy and 
reliability are paramount. Legal professionals must be aware that AI systems may generate 
fictitious case citations, invent legal principles, or fabricate statutory provisions that sound 
plausible but don’t exist. This necessitates rigorous verification of all AI-generated legal content. 
Understanding hallucinations is crucial for maintaining ethical standards, avoiding malpractice 
risks, and establishing appropriate supervision protocols for AI use in legal practice. 

I 
Inference 

Definition: The process by which an AI system applies its trained model to make predictions, 
classifications, or decisions based on new data. Inference is the operational phase of AI, where the 
system uses what it has learned during training to perform its intended function. 

Legal Relevance: In legal applications, inference is the process by which AI tools analyze new legal 
documents, predict case outcomes, or identify relevant precedents based on their training. 
Understanding inference helps legal professionals evaluate the reliability of AI outputs, particularly 
when the new data differs significantly from the training data. This knowledge is also important for 
addressing questions about explainability and transparency in AI-assisted legal decision-making, 
especially in contexts where the reasoning behind AI conclusions may be subject to scrutiny. 

Intellectual Property 

Definition: Legal rights that protect creations of the mind, including inventions, literary and artistic 
works, designs, symbols, names, and images used in commerce. Intellectual property is protected 
through patents, copyrights, trademarks, and trade secrets. 

Legal Relevance: AI raises novel intellectual property questions, such as whether AI-generated 
works can be copyrighted, whether AI systems can be named as inventors on patents, and how to 
protect proprietary AI algorithms as trade secrets. Legal professionals must understand these 
issues to advise clients on IP protection strategies for AI innovations, address potential 
infringement when AI systems are trained on copyrighted materials, and navigate emerging case 
law and regulations in this rapidly evolving area. 

L 
Large Language Models (LLM) 

Definition: AI models designed to understand, interpret, and generate human language based on 
vast amounts of text data they’ve been trained on. LLMs use deep learning techniques to recognize 
patterns in language and generate contextually appropriate responses to prompts. 

Legal Relevance: In legal practice, LLMs power advanced legal research tools, document drafting 
assistants, contract analysis systems, and client-facing legal chatbots. They can summarize 
complex legal documents, generate initial drafts of legal arguments, and answer legal questions 



 

based on their training data. Legal professionals should understand LLM capabilities and 
limitations, particularly regarding the currency of legal information, jurisdiction-specific 
knowledge, and the need for human verification of AI-generated legal content. 

Legal AI 

Definition: Specialized artificial intelligence applications designed specifically for legal work. Legal 
AI encompasses tools that automate or augment tasks traditionally performed by legal 
professionals, such as document review, legal research, contract analysis, and predictive case 
outcome analysis. 

Legal Relevance: Legal AI is transforming law practice by increasing efficiency, reducing costs, 
and enabling new approaches to legal service delivery. These tools can handle routine tasks, 
allowing attorneys to focus on higher-value work requiring human judgment. Legal professionals 
should understand Legal AI capabilities to effectively implement these technologies, properly 
supervise AI-assisted work, and address ethical considerations including competence, 
confidentiality, and the unauthorized practice of law. 

M 
Machine Learning (ML) 

Definition: A subset of artificial intelligence that enables computer systems to learn and improve 
from experience without being explicitly programmed. Machine learning algorithms build 
mathematical models based on sample data (training data) to make predictions or decisions 
without being specifically programmed to perform the task. 

Legal Relevance: In legal applications, machine learning powers predictive coding in e-discovery, 
contract analysis tools that identify risks and anomalies, legal research systems that find relevant 
precedents, and predictive analytics for case outcomes. Understanding machine learning helps 
legal professionals evaluate the reliability of these tools, identify potential biases in their outputs, 
and address questions about explainability when ML-based evidence or analysis is presented in 
legal proceedings. 

N 
Natural Language Processing (NLP) 

Definition: A field of artificial intelligence focused on enabling computers to understand, interpret, 
and generate human language in a way that is both meaningful and useful. NLP combines 
computational linguistics, machine learning, and deep learning to process and analyze large 
amounts of natural language data. 

Legal Relevance: In legal practice, NLP powers tools that can analyze contracts to extract key 
provisions, search through case law using plain language queries, summarize lengthy legal 
documents, and identify relevant information in discovery materials. NLP enables more efficient 
legal research, document review, and contract analysis. Legal professionals should understand 
NLP capabilities and limitations to effectively leverage these tools while recognizing contexts 
where human interpretation of nuanced legal language remains essential. 



 

Neural Network 

Definition: A computing system inspired by the structure and function of the human brain’s neural 
networks. Artificial neural networks consist of interconnected nodes (neurons) organized in layers 
that process information and learn patterns from data, enabling them to perform tasks such as 
classification, prediction, and pattern recognition. 

Legal Relevance: In legal applications, neural networks power advanced document analysis for 
identifying relevant evidence in e-discovery, contract review systems that detect anomalies and 
risks, and predictive models for case outcomes or judicial behavior. Neural networks can identify 
subtle patterns in legal data that might not be apparent through traditional analysis. Legal 
professionals should understand neural network basics to evaluate the reliability of these tools 
and address challenges related to explainability when neural network-based analyses are used in 
legal proceedings. 

O 
Open-Source 

Definition: In the context of AI, open-source refers to AI systems, models, or software whose 
source code is publicly available for anyone to view, modify, and distribute. Open-source AI 
projects typically operate under licenses that promote collaboration and transparency. 

Legal Relevance: Open-source AI raises important legal considerations regarding licensing 
compliance, liability for modified code, and intellectual property rights. Legal professionals should 
understand open-source concepts when advising clients on AI implementation, particularly 
regarding compliance with license terms and potential risks of incorporating open-source 
components into proprietary systems. Open-source AI also presents questions about 
responsibility and liability when errors occur, as the development process involves multiple 
contributors rather than a single vendor. 

P 
Predictive Analytics 

Definition: The use of statistical algorithms, machine learning techniques, and historical data to 
identify the likelihood of future outcomes. Predictive analytics analyzes patterns in historical data 
to forecast future events, behaviors, or trends. 

Legal Relevance: In legal practice, predictive analytics can forecast litigation outcomes, estimate 
settlement values, predict judicial decisions, and assess litigation risk. These insights support 
strategic decision-making, case valuation, and resource allocation. Legal professionals should 
understand predictive analytics capabilities and limitations, including questions about data 
representativeness, model accuracy, and the proper weight to give to statistical predictions versus 
case-specific factors that may not be captured in the model. 



 

Prompts 

Definition: In the context of generative AI, prompts are the input queries, instructions, or starting 
text provided to an AI system to elicit a specific response or output. The design and phrasing of 
prompts significantly influence the quality and relevance of AI-generated content. 

Legal Relevance: For legal professionals using AI tools, effective prompt engineering is crucial for 
obtaining accurate and useful AI-generated legal content. Understanding how to craft clear, 
specific prompts helps attorneys get more reliable outputs from legal AI systems and reduces the 
risk of hallucinations or irrelevant responses. Prompt design also raises questions about work 
product ownership, as the skill in crafting effective legal prompts may itself represent valuable 
intellectual property. 

S 
Semantic Search 

Definition: A search method that aims to understand the intent and contextual meaning behind a 
query rather than simply matching keywords. Semantic search uses natural language processing 
and machine learning to comprehend the searcher’s intent and the contextual meaning of terms to 
deliver more relevant results. 

Legal Relevance: In legal research, semantic search enables attorneys to find relevant cases and 
statutes using natural language queries rather than precise legal terminology or Boolean operators. 
This improves research efficiency and helps identify relevant precedents that might be missed by 
keyword searches. Legal professionals should understand semantic search capabilities to 
effectively leverage modern legal research platforms and recognize when traditional search 
methods might still be necessary to ensure comprehensive research. 

Sentiment Analysis 

Definition: A natural language processing technique that identifies and extracts subjective 
information from text to determine the writer’s attitude, opinion, or emotional state. Sentiment 
analysis can classify text as positive, negative, or neutral, and sometimes detect specific emotions 
or attitudes. 

Legal Relevance: In legal applications, sentiment analysis can evaluate public opinion in cases 
involving reputation damage, analyze juror responses, assess witness statements, and review large 
volumes of communications in litigation. It can help identify potentially problematic 
communications in internal investigations or compliance monitoring. Legal professionals should 
understand sentiment analysis capabilities and limitations, particularly regarding context, 
sarcasm, and cultural nuances that may affect accuracy. 

Structured Data 

Definition: Data that is organized according to a predetermined format or model, making it easily 
searchable and analyzable. Structured data is typically stored in databases with clearly defined 
data types and relationships between different data elements. 



 

Legal Relevance: In legal practice, structured data facilitates more efficient document 
management, case management, and e-discovery processes. Converting unstructured legal 
documents into structured data enables more sophisticated analysis, comparison, and retrieval of 
legal information. Legal professionals should understand structured data concepts to effectively 
implement legal knowledge management systems, design efficient e-discovery protocols, and 
leverage data analytics tools for case analysis and strategic decision-making. 

U 
Unsupervised Learning 

Definition: A type of machine learning where algorithms identify patterns and relationships in data 
without being explicitly trained on labeled examples. Unlike supervised learning, which uses 
labeled training data, unsupervised learning discovers hidden structures from unlabeled data. 

Legal Relevance: In legal applications, unsupervised learning helps identify patterns in large 
document collections without predefined categories, cluster similar legal cases or contracts, and 
detect anomalies in financial transactions or communications. This is particularly valuable in e-
discovery and investigations where relevant categories may not be known in advance. Legal 
professionals should understand unsupervised learning to effectively leverage these tools for 
document organization and pattern discovery while recognizing their limitations in contexts 
requiring precise classification. 

Conclusion 

The intersection of artificial intelligence and law represents one of the most significant 
technological transformations in the legal profession’s history. As AI tools become increasingly 
sophisticated and widespread in legal practice, understanding the terminology and concepts 
behind these technologies is no longer optional for legal professionals—it is essential. 

This glossary has provided definitions and legal context for key AI terms that legal professionals are 
likely to encounter. By familiarizing yourself with this vocabulary, you are better equipped to: 

1. Evaluate and implement AI tools in your practice 
2. Advise clients on AI-related legal issues 
3. Address ethical considerations surrounding AI use in legal contexts 
4. Participate in policy discussions about AI regulation and governance 
5. Understand the capabilities and limitations of AI in legal applications 

The field of AI is rapidly evolving, with new technologies, applications, and terminology emerging 
regularly. Legal professionals should approach AI with both curiosity and critical thinking, 
recognizing its potential to enhance legal practice while maintaining awareness of its limitations 
and risks. 

As AI continues to transform the legal landscape, those who understand these technologies will be 
best positioned to leverage their benefits while navigating the complex legal, ethical, and practical 
questions they raise. This glossary serves as a foundation for that understanding, supporting legal 
professionals as they adapt to and shape the future of AI in law. 



 

 

This Legal AI Glossary was prepared June 2025. While every effort has been made to ensure 
accuracy, this glossary should be considered a general educational resource rather than legal 
advice. The field of AI is rapidly evolving, and terminology and applications continue to develop. 
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